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1 DISCOURSE Sa 
1 Timothy, is 15. = » "te 


901 207 20 BEHAVE THY- 


a HE . Paul, in the courſe of his miniC- 
try, "ag re: two years at Epheſus, a TOE 


i HRIST, and had a good opportunity of ſpreading 
the goſpel thro! all the neighbouring countries, ſo 
hat churches began to be formed every where a- 

Pound, which needed Mery particular care and in- 

Aruction. Therefore h 

y to leave them fort 


A king christian under the yoke of the 2 a; 55 


oF RRY LONG, THAT THOU 


here 5 had” converted. many to 6s faith of 


n Faul found it neceſſa- 
|; time, that he might viſit 
A acedonia and the churche $. then forming in 

Preece, he intreated Timothy, his companion and 
1 a iſtant in the miniſtry, to remain ſtill at Epheſus; 
1 he might oppole the influence of certain teach- 5 
: 0 who had inſinuated themſelves there, and were 
. prverting the doctrines of the goſpel, in order * 


8 


offices are. deſcribed.i in his letter to- e 
eeeſſentially neceſſary for the inſtitution and, 
= ment of the churches; and: 

d b detained 3 in wa 


* 


FR. 


er Elders: 2 for it does not appear 
;: en, wes he 


an evangeliſt, an w aſſiſtant 
conſtant direction, in 
oltle 


e of hs A e; Ow 
5 | el furniſhed. wit 
aer en Ehr was l us way to Jeruſalem, 
Ba before *. WAS. e eee 0 Rome for he lent 


| on 5 ta, tanks the flock of GOD. IN, which he. 15 f 
made them. Bisnors. And as theſe Elders were. 
| # Wplaioly, called Biſhops, ſo thefe names were uſed i in 
a he ſame promiſcuous manner until the end of the. 
cond century, when chriſtianity began to be cor- 
1 ee of the ambition of a 2 degeneratin 2 clergy. | 
| . 1 15 2 * 5 5 
8 EUSERVS and other writers of the thied century 
1 Ho, indeed, reckon T. "imathy as the firſt Biſhop of 
1 Epheſus; but notwithſtanding their authority, 
—who wrote after new ideas of Biſhops were intro- 
0 need, it may with reaſon be doubted whether he 
OM as ever a fixed. Biſhop in that cit y, or Elder of 
the | hat particular church; eſpecially. according to the 
„ "= idea of a Biſhop, which is quite. inconſift- 
per 1 0 with the primitive office of an Evange lift: but JT 


Wc w finiſhed, he might confine. his labors 
1 the gol vet r more menen to the Aſiatie churches, 
"ik Ake Epheſus his principal reſidence, and act in 
bs Mgcert with. the. Elders of that city and neighbour- 5 
i 5 for the common benefit of the churches, _ 


NAT R. 


1 84. the Kl churches, en congregations. of ehrifianc; confifed of 1 | 
75 eee ad chr ies Jaith and pradice, and very ** | 


vi 
1 
: i» 


converied From 7udai/m or heatheniſm, % needed much inflruttte + 


5 Pr S— 
n 


_ eccleſiaſtical writers 3 4 the church Tees to 8 


particular biſhops of Rome, tho for a time they 
; preached | in that great city, and erected the church 
there; for it was inconſiſtent with their extenſive 
office, as (noi the to e e labors't to ab 6 one - 
5 church or  diftrict. 8 


FI trate the firſt part of our text, as introductory to 
7 the obſervations which 1 may be made on the ſeve- 
5 al 7 phraſes uſed by the apoſtle b. vie. 


15 inſbedion ain! Yoverntment, every church was "farnibed 3 of 
 elgers in proportion tothe labour required ; which was not only public - 
3 preaching, but teaching from hauje to hauſe, catechizing the ignorant, and Wl 

. educating the youth in all the principles of nis: 'y and. rudiments of chrii an 
Luozolege. All tha elders were of equal rank in the church, however the 8 
 miiniftry wvas divided among ibem : but it wonld be e 6 Suppoſe - . 
hat all the elders or precbyters of a particular charch could be accompliſb- 
e avith great knowlege and learning, or all ſuch qualifications as were 
maß delirablt in men to whom the overfight of the church <vas committed. 
755 beſt qualified chriftians undoubtedly wore choſen to this office ; "but a- EE 
 mong them it awou11 be ftrange if ſome one vas not appointed conſeftdly fu» + 


| thoſe who in like manner ſucceeded io the  moderator's chair, would be diſ- 1 1 
tinguiſbed in the records of that church, and handed down in ſucceſſion 4 © 57 
poſterity, while the ret might not be 7. much noticed. Thus we maß, . 


corrupted, whether either Peter or Paul ever were - 


-. f EF FR 3 
1 2 : 7 4 3 4 " 
9 ; 5 * A 1 » * # K 
* 4 8 3 
| ** 


WHAT cs fad may bo | ſufficient bo uf. 


CHE "I? nor, 


ferior to the reft, to awhoje Judgment and peculiar gifts the reſt would rea- 0 who 
dily pay great deftrence, and whom they would honor avith the moderator 4 
ay g 'y E 


chair in every Self Fan of the elders. He being thus regarded as the chief  - 


elaer, or biſbop, i. e. overſeer of the church, his name, and the names of 6 


eaſily underfland what is meant, in, the book of revelations, by the angel A 


aà church; and how the ſeueral catalogues of biſhops were drawn out UL 1 
tze ancient Fathers. Therefore if Timothy was ever joined with the ol- | 
RO ders of Epebſus, tho" but for a time, no doubt he was acknowleged 47 wel 
ec ho "among them; and this was ſufficient to give him ibe ff 2 0 in 2 8 cala. £ 4a 


"WE of * or prerbyter: of that city.” 


WY 


ec "TEE 1 OF. 3 3s R 3 PETRA WY 


- * 


edi in the old teſtament for the tabernacle and tem- 


Har preſence was promiſed to his people, and where 


uted the viſible form of that ancient church. 


* forld ; who, are like one ce temple erected 


* | pleting which all the apoſtles and miniſters of 


all the tribes of Iſrael were required to appear be- 
fore the LORD. three. times in a year: This con ſti- - 


by, le;. erected among the Iſraelites for the honor of 
Hop, where his viſible glory reſided, and his pecu- 


4 herefore the phraſe ; is uſed by the apoſtle, f in our 
. tent, and other places, metaphorically for the chriſ- 
tian church, not as appearing in any one place of 
geligious worſhip, but in a general view, as confiſt- 
Ing of the whole body of believers throughout the 


in enn 1s 7, and mutual. love, like living ſtones, 1 
a 3 ich having it its proper place in the divine ſtructure. 
So d the apoſtle, 3 in I. Cor. 3, 9, ſpeaks of the chriſ- 
n church as cov's building, in erecting and 


© IST. had performed their proper part ; and thus 


Mm ., d eſſeth the Corinthians, Know ye not that ve 


51 Ware the temple, of cob, and that the ſpirit of GoD 
= = welleth! in you ? If any. man defile. the temple of 
* 8 2 him all 60D LE: for the teniple of 


> - 


FOES "ER 


e iy, Which temple „Are. ame fi- 
n language is uſed oh Heer, J. 2—4 K 55 
To whom-cothing [ſpeaking of enkrer !“ as unto 
«2 living ſtone, difallowed indeed of men, but cho- 
 <iſer'of So und Precious, ye Allo as ſtones are 

. up a iritudl houſe, an holy" prieſthood, to 


uppir | h to o thro 
<7x90s CuRTs T“ Themame cn cut is often given 
to houſes erected for the con¾D lende 6f chriſtian 
alſemblies; and too often we are mifled to confine 
Fg: our idea of the 
. chriſtians who meet in the fame how 
5 belong to y 
35 form : per he houſe is net roperly the / 
church; for the moſt t116n'Uwelltth not in tem. 
55 made with hands; heaven is his tl rotie, and 

dae earth is his footftot 3 he Hts heaven and earth; 
= : mars the chur ch confined to chriſtians of. one 
1 5 particular i form of ſociety ant mode of wot tſhip, of 
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ch to that partieclar body of, 
ſe wirh us, or 0 
table, and worſhip in the 
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OM another; p for it omprehends all that in ever 


* 
e 


3 place call on the name of the Lo ab 
= 5 « both their's $ and our' 1 


HE 4 


sus CHRIST 
=: | o hold the doe 1 
ES: trine' of CHRIST, truſt in bim a8 * only 1: ſavioul 
13 bim 1 in ſincerity, and obſerve all things hat | 


* 


5 ſoever he hab commanded, m up t 4 onl 
Church which CHRIST has pure aſed” for himſel 


Hy and will finally rlorify i in his heaven enly Finglas 


= 5 : The apoſtle turther expl ains what he means by th 
WE, nobstk oF _ 60D, in the next phraſe which occurs ; 
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6 5 Sh is THE CHURCH OF THE LIVISG cop.” 
4 8 [Here St, Paul moſt. certain] y. uſeth the word church | 

ie in the moſt catholic ſenſe, as comprehending all 
Io particular churches, thro”. the world f for they ; 
E 4 are all one in CARIST JESUS the. head ; agreeably 

to our LORD'S moſt pathetic prayer. for all helene | 
N to the end of the world, John 17. 20 —2 Soi Nei- 
5 ther pray 1 for theſe alone, but for them allo 0 
2 which ſhall, believe on me throu gh their word; 
ine that they all may be one 3 AS thou Father art in 


ze us; that tlie world may believe that thou haſt 
1 ſent me. And the glory Which thou gaveſt me I 
=. * have; given. them; that they may be one, even 
5 NG as we are one: 11 in them; and tllou in me; that 
| 4 they may be made perfect in one; and that 
ge the world may know tliat thou haſt ſent me, 
and haſt loved them, as thou haſt loved me.“ 
Concerning this unity of the church this ſame a- 
J doſtle wr ites in very plain terms to the Epheſians, 0 
F.. + ver. 5 IA to yoga $408 We - 


4 one — 2 arid one ſplxit;ic e\ _ * ye are abe i in 
one hope of your: calling; i one /LOR D, one fait} Iz; = 
i ne a 8 one gone me: father of: all; who 1 1s 


R 4 Ka t epiſtleis lt with this ae 3 
er“ Peace be to the brethren, and love with 


_ from G0 the father, and the LORD/ Isg 


3 me, and Lin thee, that they alſo may be one in 


ove the 


- 


_ * ener, Grace be with the 
9 LORD Je8us cnrrs ST in „Amen.“ 
cnnisr is not divided; nor was it ever the deſign 
or eee of Nos ror to ſeparate'believers' of 

th Yines_ TOP diſtinẽt partie: ) 


fs we. and ha 
that one 


4 


one ſpirit are we all 
8 one by 8 ly, Wi we be Jews or Gentiles, whe- 
bond of free, and have b 
*® to drink into one ſpirit” The living. GOD ig. 
univerſal TREE of Wente 1dr 


ne all belle vers of every vation, age, and con- 
auion; and all who! make 4 public profeſſion of 
chriſtianity, and are aſſociated. for the important 
7 {purpoſe of worſhipping 60D artco rding to his wo rd, 
and obeying his commands, without regard to any 
difference in modes and forms, which do not im- 
ply a contradiction to the main deſign of true re- 
1 Higion. Any number of profeſſed chriſtians, volun- 
19 e alſociatit 5 and ene nn ng for me 


: E bare teachers or overſaers ſet over them for heir 
onſtant inſtruction and government; and proper 
officers to take care of the poor, and perform the 
common ſervices of the church for its benefit as a 

Cociety : the former officers were appointed over all 
1 the primitive churches by the name of ELDERS or 
3 & 1580?s, uſed promifcuouſly | in the new teſtament 1 
or one and the ſame order of miniſters : and the 
2 utter were appointed by the name of pracons: 
8” a 5 or are 2 other officers mentioned i in the 533 


8 N. al or extraordinary occaſions. But as every chriſ- 
| % n church partakes- of the general nature of com. 
. don ſocieties, and muſt have power to preſerve it- 
i — elf from diſſolution, and manage Oy eee | 5 


* 


N SI 
„. 


13 I 
matters be Nate every particular fills to ts 
obſerved in all caſes that might occur. could: not be 
delivered in the golpel, but many things were ne- 
ceſſarily left to the wiſdom & prudence of every par- 
ticular church, obſerving the general orders which 
eukisr has given. Thus full liberty 1 is left for 
churches of different nations, and i in different cir- 
cumſtances, to vary one from another in many 
matters of prudence as to form and order, accord- 
ing to their various views 8 — order and oblige: 


tions of common ſociety, ee 


1 is no where fald in the new teſtament oro 
dae ſhall be adminiſtered by dipping, r 
ſprinkling; : whether precompoſed common e 1 
mall be uſed in the church, or ſuch as are more 5 1 
unconfined, and ex prels the defires of the church 2 
according to preſent varying circumſtances; whe⸗ 4 f 
ther we muſt pray or receive the Tokp's ſupper 
 _ whether the churches ſhall be formed 
into dioceſſes, preſby teries, or aſſociations, or mi- 
niſters diſtinguiſhed by gradations of honor accord- 8 pr 

ing to their different gifts and qualifications. | . 
T herefore no wonder if chriſtian pre ofeſſors have 2 
diverſity of ſentiments and cuſtoms in all theſe re. 
ſpects, ariſing from different national habits and 2 of 
ideas of civil ſociety. But fo long as the grand dor. Y 10 | 
trine of ſalvation only by JESUS CHRIST is conti-⸗ 

nued, the true worſhi ip of the living 6 oo main - 


. 


n 


'A 15 keine according to bis written word, and oc 


9 . Borch of the living 60D. 
OE ; FF. 


1 
$644 


4 f Tee the: 8 of G0D,. wht; owls oy 
_ whole family of his children. Without ſuch uni- 
l ty all acts of uniformity, whether made by the 
en Fope and his clergy, or any civil or eccleſiaſtical 
4 powers under the name of PROTESTANTS, are fool- 
1 In, wicked, and cruel attempts to ſubj ugate the 
d enſciences of men, and more effectual to divide 
a d deſtroy the church, than to build it "OO into [ 
-q. e 3 tewpls of GOD, 
_ Kite hath Utd end wenkened the chriſ- 
e. n profeſſion more than the uncharitable diviſions 
8 . A of different parties, claiming, in oppoſition to each 
N f * er, to e the ws true churches of CHRI UST, and 


* - 
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— 1 
— — — 
— a; - — > 
2 2 
* e 
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47 
ll 
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world, make but one church of the living G0. it 
may be laid down as an indiſputable maxim, that 


. | | | — 


* peculiarities which diſtinguiſh one denomina - 
tion of chriſtians, ho believe and obey the word 
f.CxR18T; from another, do nat belong to the eſe 
lence of chriſtianity, but are only as meats. and 
"Sod It is well known, that there is one who. 


its in the temple of Go p, ſhewing himſelf that he 
is 60D, who takes upon him to change the laws: . 
chR IST, and make as many new ones as he pleaſ- 
es, commanding all to obey him on pain of dam- 


nation, and acknowleging none to be chriſtians 
bot ſuch as ſubmit to his arbitrary decrees. It 
would have been happy for the 


h power, and abhorred the thought of laying a- 
ny yoke on the [necks of cur1s7's diſeiples as to 


matters in which he has left them free. When one 


church excludes every other church from chriſtian 
ſhip, not for departure from the doctrine of 


* 


CHR19T, but for not complying with all the rites 
and forms eſtabliſhed by their own authority it is 4 


remarkable imitation of popiſh ſuperſtition ane 
rann, and aff 
theordinances of men to the royal law of cnR IST. Ix-· 


sus CHRIST 1s not peculiarly the ſaviour of Epiſco- 


 palians or Preſbyterians, or Anabaptiſts, or Con- 
8, or wakers, &c. but of all | ſincere 


rot ant. churches 
it they had renounced all pretenſions to the ſame 


tyr 
fords ground of ſuſpicion that it prefers 


eh of ay, their wal” is of the ſame kind Wil 
that of the e ancient ' Phariſees ; and we nn be © fore 


Tur church univerſal is the glory of enR IST, 
he temple of oop in the world, his viſible king- 
dom exected in oppoſition to all ignorance, idola- | 

try, and gyickednefs; and it is deſigned to be to 

bim a name of joy, a praiſe and an honor before | 

Ul the nations of the earth. The true church of = 
the living 905 is adorned with the doctrine of the 

Apoſtles as with a crown of twelve ſtars; ſhe is 
. omtied with the ae robe of ep whiet | 


ben; 8 3 this an * hoy: 
ims at the honor and complete felicity oÞ . 
Where the is to reign. with cur1sT in per- 

forever. 60 is now in the „ 
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1 . 
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vor let us now proceed to take particular notice 
what the Apoſtle fays of the church in the next 


c 
o n 
* 


1 


— {4 . . 
N . 
8 * Ba *, A 7 a — 8 
W 7 4.0; ** * [4 
\ 0 v 
2 \ 7 
; 7. * Y | 
- * a I 
i - N | < > 1 
bl . * 2 
** 
* * 4 \ " . : 
0 T7 o 
1 * 1 . e 1 
7 * * 
* 


Were kicks; cccurs io our nt > WE N it 
«© The pil, 1 lar and ground of the truth,” according. to 
our tranſlation of the Bible; or accordin g to others, 8 
The pillar and i fe oundation o the trutb: but neither "4 . 
of theſe give a proper and diſtinct idea of the a- 
oft s meaning; and indeed the church of Rome 167 
has taken advantage of ſuch a tranſlation to affirm, f. 
that the church is in ſuch a ſenſe the foundation 1 
of the truth, that our faith muſt be founded upon 
the authority of the church, ſo that nothing ought po 
to be received for the truth but what ſhe, believes, 0 
and the doctrines which ſhe eſtabliſhes are a ſuffi- wo”, / 
cient ground of our faith, without further exami- WE 
nation. But the Greek words Aulos kai bedrai oma, L . 
moſt properly ſignity a pillar, or the ſhaft of a MW. 
column, and the pedeſtal on which it ſtands: and 1 
ſo the text ſhould be tranſlated The pillar. 1% 4 

| pedeſtal of the truth ;—as alluding to the common 
_ uſe of magnificent pillars with their pedeſtals to . 
| ſupport. ſome grand building; or rather to monu- , 
mental pillars, erected: to perpetuate the memory : 
ol great victories and conqueſts, or other very re 
mlarkable occurrences. Theſe were often Mor 9 . 
ted, eſpecially. on the pedeſtals, with trophies and * 
_ inſcriptions,. expreſſing the deſign for which the 28 x 
monument was erected. Some ſuch antient 9 4 © 
numents remain to this day ; ; particularly Pompeys 4 
> pillar in Egypt of wonderful workmanſhip; and "I {2 
3 thaſs of On: and Antonine Ab ng” : of the] ot 


* = allt! in Jeembrüne of the PTY ths which con- wr 
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58. umed a large part of the city, A. p. 1660. In uf 


r 7 ih the church is compared to ſuch a pillar, of 
C| | 1 Lich tte ruh, made known in the 3 is the 


0 2999 us now e e what the A 
. le means by the frurb; and in what reſpects 
'S 2 church may be;juf ly called ebe Hillar 6 and bs 
in of the ruth, Feit 
: 5 12. Lr us enquire what by meant ey 12 wath; 
Which is exprefſed emphatically by tue article be- 
LE bre it ; as not referting t6 truth in general, but 
8 KH at truth by which the chriſtian church was at 
07 by formed, which | is nh the revealed $0lpel. | 


© i © RAGE 
* 8 * 


2 " A to all the Abomihabie 7 ng oinettdl with f 
> Wy, ; allo in . © the en of vai | 
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M$ bien 2 ok aid is at ll times Fable | 
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| "1 tain but one ſingle dodtrine ? Or is there a com- ay 
. op plete 1 ſyſtem. of doctrines, Which, in one. united — 
IM view make what i is ſo emphatically called the truth? . 
5 The latter is plainly the caſe: but there is one ca- wr” 
; pital truth, with Which all the reſt are connected, 1 
and on which they depend, viz—That the wok p or Th 
5 60D, who \ was in x the 2 wok. and before all 1 5 


1 ſacrffice for fins; but aroſe again from the dead by 9 *b 
his divine power, and aſcended into heaven in che "WG 
view of his diſciples, where he lives forever as our 

8 great High Prieſt and Interceſſor, and hath all pon. «; ! 
er in heaven and earth committed to him, is made 


55 witneſſes of CHRIST' 8 reſurrection, becauſe this wail 
aan important evidence of the truth of his hol the 
. character. And this doftrine | is ; moſt — f $i 


\ * 5 


BUT. what Joe * gol F pel 1 reveal ?. Does it con- .- 


2 8 wm 
: = ; b N ON” 
. e ** 

RS 2 
3 + 


old: teſtament, abb upon bim our © fleſh and blood ;| z 4 
was born of a virgin; grew in wiſdom and ſtature toll F 

a a ſtate of manhood ; went about preaching the Mev 
b kingdom of 60D, and working the greateſt mira- 1 
cles; and then died on the croſs as the true and on- tl 


4 1 Ls 83. 4 
29 e n 
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3 
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head over all things to the church, and appointel , - 
55 to be Jud ge of the world at the laſt day.— This 9 ap 
the great doctrine which the apoſtles preached eve 


ry where; who were appointed eſpecially to 5 2 


es be 100% by which it is Ain guiſhed them. 85 
ll other ſyſtems of religion and morality. Paul, 
i aäng a definition of the goſpel of Gp, in the be- 
55 8 inning of his epiſtle to the Romans, ſays, it is, 
78 concerning JESUS CHRIST his ſon, who was made. 
0 of the ſeed of David accordi ing to the fleſh, and 
76 declared to be the $0N of 60D, with power accord- 5 
by 41 ing to the SPIRIT of holinefs, by the reſurrecti- 
7 on from the dead. And in the beginning of the 
* Ein chapter of the firſt to the Corinthians, he 
"Fakes this recital of the goſpel which he had | 
'p reached to them, and by which they were ſaved, 
1 2 We. That CHRIST died for our ſins accordin g to 
3 0 the ſcriptures ; and that he was buried; and that 
8 4. he roſe again the third day according to the ſcrip= ; 
6 Etures; and that he was ſeen of Cephas, then of 
5 twelve; after that he was ſeen of above 500 
Abrethren at once, of whom the greater part re- 
main unto this preſent, but ſome are fallen aſleep; 
"after that he was ſeen of James; then of all the 
kh poſtles; and laſt of all he was ſeen of me alſo, 
1 Kas of one born out of due time.” Indeed, every 
ere in the new teſtament, the preaching of the 
„ apc oſtles 1 18 ſummed up in their preaching CHRIST 
os the ror, in all the characters of his perſon | 
5 © 4 I mediatorial offices. Now theſe are connected 5 


15 WII. I a view of the holy nature of the great o 


ie purity and ſtrictneſs of his law, the juſtice of 
5 eevernmnent and che riches of his mercy; 3 with 


88 VVV 
MM a belief of the ſinfol ruined Rate of all mankind, 


TN, 5 the neceſſity of repentance, toward Gon, and faith 
toward our LORD JESUS CHRIST 3, dependence on 
1 that one offering tor ſins on the croſs by. which he 
. perfected forever thaſ that are ſanctified; love 
and gratitude. for all that he has done and ſuffered 
fir our deliverance from ſi and the wrath to come; 
7, ſubraiſion to his authority as king of the church ; 
a ſincere cheerful. compliance with all his com- 
mands, and careful! imitation of his example; t the ob- 4 
Il cgation of believers ta ſet. their affections on thing 
above, not on things on the earth, to crucify the 
5 fleſh with the affections and laſts, and keep them- 
1 | {elves pure from all the corruption of the world, 
: and While they look tor the ſecond coming of the 
LORD. irn CHRIST) and the. Judgment of of all ment 
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dies us by his ox. . 75 appears quite Aifingriſh: WW 4 
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9 8 *t Lhe Gan | himſf hath 8 his ch urch it is 
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1 
it to the view of the world. By every church, which 


OO ſufferi ings of martyrs ; ; and by the faving effects 
of the goſpel from age to age, and i in every nation 


3 * 


i ward, w rhich. holds theſe great articles of 


21 


1 1 onneaed with it, and. 18 deſigned to ſupport and 
on ſexhibit it ta the view of the world, and be a per- 
| etual monument oF] it. This! is the ene 1 in which 


; 0 | 2405 congw ER - 50 ht 3 ry -the chaith 85 
s, called the, pillar. aud pedeſtal of the truth. The 
"> ately like a wonderful . which GOD > has | 


2 . the ant 9 of = pillar, and cnhibies 


| + ally belongs to CHRIST, the eſſential truths of the 
- goſpel are maintained, have been continued from 
3 e beginning of the goſpel to this day, and will 5 
"Ste main, notwithſtanding all the efforts of ſatan and 
| i e 8 of ne. world to overthrow an. ob- . 


1 . n el bene and. 5 ls ee WEIR by 25 


1 Where the church appears, the ſame great truths of 
. riſtian ity are ſupported and exhibited to the view _ 
che world. Every church is a true church of 
1 ist, and ought. to be received and acknowleg- 
7.00 by all other churches as in chriſtian union and 
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4 Apen uncorrupted by is. commands and 
traditions of men, whatever difference there may 


be as to ſome outward'rites and cuſtoms which are 
of no more importance than diſputes about meats 


tan's captives which cnR1sT has releaſed ; ; the cha. 


es from acknowleging and loving each other but 
ſuch great corruptions as ftrike : at the very root of 


5 _ chriſtianity, and are oppoſite to the eſſential 9225 
5 trines ang PRs on n which it is founded. 


ry of CHRIST” 's death over the powers of darkneſs 3 
tie glorious | manifeſtations of divine Juſtice and 


and Ferre oK to which they: are enütled. 
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and drinks. Nothing ought to hinder the church- 
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TE church! is monumental pillar, all round 
which, and on its pedeſtal are inſeribed the victo. 
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5 
mercy in man 's redemption ; the multitudes of ſa. 


rafters of his peculiar people, and the s . 


| CHR IST 's s appearing and N will be remem- | .. = 


| bered ; the world may ſee and admire; may behol 


5 and learn what the saviov R has done; ; and ! know | ks F 


: which the apoſtles preached ; enough to confound 


5 may luggeſt 70 other things which ! hate omit-N 38 


50 age t. to age, With its "original: fling 0 "== 


a ſtanding evidence of the truth of that goſpel „ 


all the futile cavils of infidelity. Your own thought 
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= oy far the FO of vravity ; ; . now 1 tha only , 
2 dd a ker words of en. 1925 


. LET me > ſpeak t to 0 chriſtians who have (OO 

0 Is diſcourſe, 'You are members of the church of 
he living 60D, which is erected as the ſupport and 
 Zmonumental pillar-« of the truth. If you deſire to 
c. 5 Juſtify your. character, and adorn and perpetuate 
2 1 doctrine of GOD. our $AX20uR, take heed that 


5 : E. GoD' 87 1 in e g tis so 850 the 2 7 
43 a for the redemption and ſalvation of ſinful 
en. But beware of multiplying the particular 
5 4/5 of your creed, ſo as to introduce matters 

*Þ of | doubtful üer en. et to the mind; 


6 . injury to o the common us 'of chriſtianity. 2 
adfaſtly maintain the faith once delivered to the 
ts contend earneſtly for it; but never ſpend 
ya wr zeal upon matters of mere ſ peculation, groun- 
on metaphyſical ſubtilties, and nice diſtinc- 
10 „which are not conducive to godly e- 
WF 5 | 1 en. Believe thoſe. truths of revelation 
ts . ch are founded on plain facts; which oe- 
13 1 in almoſt every page of the new teſtament; 
un 1 ne | without the acknowlegement « of which no man 
n 38 | Wentitled to the name of a chriſtian, | Remember : 
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FEES that he pandipal Gelen a why Abattins! is to 
work effectually on the hearts of men; to humble 
them under a ſenſe of ſin and bring them to re- 
pentance; to bring them to receive CHRIST as 
their $4v10v and Lond, who of cop is made un- 
do us wiſdom, and righteouſneſs, and fandtificati- 8 
on, and redemption ; and to teach them all man- 
ner of holy converfation and unblameable conduct. 
Remember, that you are called into cHRTS T's 
= Kingdom to be under the government of his laws; 
I * tat you may be tauglit what i is that good and ac- Pe 
Ce .eptable and perfect will of Cop, and with a ſpirit 
3 of love and Aa obey all his commands; that, pa 
1 being led by the ſpirit of cur19T, you may eſcape In 
* due corruptions of the world, bear the moral 1 1mage "uf 7 
et your oo and saviovR, ſhew your faith by your Ms, 
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practice, and continue to ſeek a glorious immor- 

tality by perſeverance} in well doing; that you may 8 

thine as lights in the world, and exhibit to all 1 3 1 

an evidenee of the excelleney of the goſpel in your 1 

V whole temper and deportment. ses that you pay 
| 


a ſpecial regard to cnr1s7's new command of Tove at 
__ to all the brethren. Love all who love the truth, | 6 
. | 5 for the truth's fake which dwelleth in them, where“ 9 I 
{ 
| 


ver they hve, and under whatever denomination" 
they are ranked. Take heed of that ſpirit of par 
| ty which 18 evidently the fpirit of the world, noi H 
of cnnrsT ; which, by dividing, has a moft dired 
tendency to weaken and pull down that one church 3 7 3 
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"01 kich' GOD | bis ey for but own honor. Chooſe . 
for yourſelves that form and order which in your 
"Few comes neareſt to the ſim plicity of the primi- 
= apoſtolic conſtitution, and appears beſt adapt= 
W to promote the original deſign of chriſtianity : 

1 1 Put never excomniunicate, etther in mind or prac- 
= any miniſters or churches who hold the ſame | 
K. truths which the apoſtles every where preached, 

s and follow after that holineſs of heart and life 
s; Phich the goſpel requires. If any churches of an 
ac particular denomination deny communion at the 
it enp's table, to all who do not follow with their 
at, | party, this is a very material objection againſt join- 
ape 9 8 their particular ſociety, ſufficient to hinder 
age | 3 
our | 


trom ſubjefting themſelves to ſuch arbitrary 
2 es as CHRIST never eſtabliſhed, and which are 
9 Wntrary to the fundamental law of his LITER, Wo 
. unity and love of the breth ren. 555 
por n Anden may eonkider himſelf as making 
errt of that monument which 6p has erected 
nn & exhibit and perpetuate the truth, and muſt join Al 
5; 1 (ſupporting and adorning the goſpel of our SA- 


nent graces and virtues of your conſtant prac- 
4, noi exhibit the primitive excellency of that religion 
are - 72 ght by the SON ot Go who came > from bauen. 
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rible as an army with banners! e 


are not fully perſuaded to follow him as true dil-| 


Nn e 


Whatloever things are honeſt; or juſt; or pure, or f 


lovely and of good report, if there is any virtue or ! 
0 es which deſerves praiſe,think on theſe things CO 


* W 5 


1% £ 


© 60D grarit all the churches x may preſerve the uni- 
ty of the ſpirit in the bond of peace, and appear | 
beautiful as Tirzah, comely as Soren and ter- | 


1232 


4 
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2. LET no man glory that he belongs to this 
church or that, though the pureſt church in the 
world, or moſt conformable to the ſimplicity of the | 
_ apoſtolic pattern, while he himſelf remains a ſer- 
vant of ſin, and has a mind blinded to the glorious 
excellencies of CHRIST' s. character, and alienated 
From the life of gob. In vain you read and hear 
the word of CHRIST, and profeſs to belong to the 
church of the living 60D, it the truth dwelleth not | 
in your hearts, and has no influence on your lives. 
if you are not convinced of ſin, and brought to re- 
pentance; if you have not fled from the wrath to 
Kn hearti embraced the offer of ſalvation by 
JESUS CHRIST, who only can deliver you; if youſ 


— — 


ciples, to learn what he teaches, and do whatever 5 
be commands; you are not ſuch members of bi 
church as he wil ackn 


: ow j all that are included in the viſible church 
are not chriſtiags l nearts are right in the 
ſight of Son; and many who arg now in oop's vi- 
' Kingdom, wall be diſowned by cuk 1s, at 
day as workers of iniquity, and be ſnut 
om his keavenly kingdom. Therefore reſt not 
At aſi d with any forms of chriſtianity, or oor 
rivileges ; but remember, that in cursT. Jrsus, 
either circumciſion availeth any thing nor uncir- 

5 Fumciſion, baptiſm by dipping « or ſprinkling, pray» 
"v3. the beſt campoſed forms or without, by 
wor] 5 oy. love; and makes men new 
© fruits of the {þ 

wy to the works of the fleſh and the 


wes 2 '>-- 


BW ih tions opp the world. Let nothing flatter your 
Pope of eternal life by caR is, but the power of 
Pe goſpel manifeſtly appearing in the temper o 


Jour minds, the affections of your | hearts, and t 
Z linels of your] 5; 
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3. 1 WILL now ay a few words to my brethren 
the miniſtry | here preſent. | Brethren we who 
re employed as ſervants ! in the houſe of the liv- 
Wing op, to miniſter to his people the word which 
. e hath ſpoken by! his sox, and teach them to ob. 
1 IVE all things whatſoever he hath commanded, 


may b be inſtructed, quickened, and encouraged by | 
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"he preceding diſcourſe. The goſpel is committed 
to our truſt, that we may teſtify the grace of 60D | 
to ſinful: men through our LoRD JESUS CHRIST, 
and conſtantly declare the characters of the glori- 
ous savrovn, and all the important truths con- 
_ nefted with the great doctrine of ſalvation, by the | 
Incarnation, death, and reſurrection of the so of | 
- 60D. By the conſtant preaching of the fame doc- 
trines of CHRIST upon which the church at firſt "0 
das built, it muſt be u phel d and continued, and 
additions made from time to time of ſuch as are 1 
ſaved. Tt is our part to preſerve with care all _ 
"the" ori iginal inferi ptions on the monu mental pillar "20 
of the truth, and never ſuffer them to be defaced, bb, 
obliterated or altered; to make the truth manifelt py 
to every man's conſcience, and exhibit it to the 
World, not only by uncorrupted doctrine, but bit 
the example of our own faith, purity of life, meek) 


* 
* 
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nels, humility, and all holy converſation. Our con- 
tinual aim and labour muſt be to convert finners to 
ov, and build up believers in faith and holineſs 
 Hiwing them what is that good and acceptable an} 
perfect will of « cop, exhorting to the ex erciſe of eue 
. grace, and the practice of every virtue, that the] 
way make the excellency of the goſpel conſpicuous 
to the world, and ſecure to themſelves an inherit 
ance among thoſe who are ſanctified. Written dire 
tions are given us, by inſpiration c of Gop, what dod 
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and his apoſtles preached, or mix with it deceitful, , 
. Wy © ſchemes of vain. philolophy, or the traditions of 


9 
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men; but muſt ſcrupulouſly adhere to the faith 
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the ful word in its original meaning and true intent. 
4 V re are alſo directed, not only in the epiſtles 40 
| . 6 = Timothy and Titus, but in many other ſcriptures, 
how we ought to conduct ourſelves i in the church 

of con, and manage all its important affairs; and 
ure . we cannot ſubmit to any man's authority over us, 


to command us ta teach or do what ounISr's word 
does not require, or to forbid, us to comply with, | 
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nifel fare of the church. II herefore let us diligently ſtu- 

o the x ly our divine Maſter's orders, and depend on his 
N 0 ſpirit to guide us more and more to the 
| O lege of the truth, and alſiſt us in the diſcharge 
5 of our duty, that in our reſpective ſtations we may 
ers ti de inſtrumental of preſerving and ſpreading the 
0 nowlege of the glorious REDEEMER, and honoring 
5 1 aim in the world. Let us avoid, as much e as * 


ii Funisr Irsus the Logp, or engaging unneceſſarily 
= | nd unch aritabl y in ſuch party controverſies as ra- 


91 * trines > . 2 das no 8 to e Fin om : WE = 
them and preach another gaſpel than what onR 18 15 


0 the directions he has given tor promoting the wel- 15 


A: Let 93 ; beware. of pr Ching.” our ſelves inſtead 5 „ 


th her __ to increaſe the enmity of profeſſors ti to each _ 
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other, than to promote truth, godlineſs and love to 
all the brethren.” Let none of us behave as lords 


over Gob's heritage, aſſuming dictatorial authority, 
and ſubjecting the churches to our own arbitrary 


management, but ſnew ourſelves helpers of their 
faith and joy; that believing and obeying cur 18 T's 
word, they may have comfort in his promiles, and 
5 5 ſhe glory of his aa OE 
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See: of ſincere believers every where, unite 
them in the knowlege and love of the truth, and 
make his church univerſal a name of Pil to him 


among all nations of the earth * 
a A M E N. 


